RAILWAYS IN KATHIAWAD

who engage in secular pursuits being known as Nagars,
and those whose calling is the performing of religious
offices being known as Nagar Brahmans. Both eat
together, but are very strict in their caste and religious
observances, and will not eat with Brahmans of any
other sect.

Progress in Kathiawad now began to be marked
through the construction of railways. In A.D. 1879
Bhavnagar State undertook the construction of a line
from Bhavnagar to Wadhwan, and also, together with
Gondal State, of another from Dhola to Dhoraji. Thus
the province became connected by rail with Gujarat, and
no longer was to lie, as it were, practically an inaccessible
adjunct of India. The value of railways in the opening
up and development of a country and its resources has
never been more marked than in the case of Kathiawad.
The old prosperity began again to return in greater
proportion than ever before to the country so full of
possibilities. Trade once more began to circulate and
bring wealth to the rulers and people, whose present
fortunate and prosperous condition is due mainly to the
prompt adoption by the chiefs of the modern methods
of communication and commercial enterprise afforded by
the construction of railways throughout the peninsula.
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